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Airplane

Commercial; Multi-engine Land; Single-engine Land

53

The  pilot  told the operator that he intended to go to the designated aerobatic practice area. The aircraft's wreckage was found the next
morning  several  miles north of that location. The elevation at the aerobatic practice area was about 1,500 feet msl. Ground elevation at
the  accident  site  was estimated to be about 1,700 to 1,800 feet msl. The pilot was practicing in anticipation of continued video taping
which  was  scheduled  to  resume  within the next few days. For this recording session, there were plans to use a ground positioned video
camera.  In  the previous video, a cockpit positioned camera had been used for the recording. In that recording, the pilot had entered the
maneuvers  between 2,000 and 2,500 feet msl, generally descending between 200 to 400 feet in the course of a maneuver. The aircraft struck
the ground in a 30-degree downward angle with forward airspeed.  
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Accident



Brief of

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The National Transportation Safety Board determines the probable cause(s) of this accident as follows.
failure of the pilot to maintain proper altitude/clearance above the terrain, while performing an aerobatic maneuver. 

Accident (Continued)

Occurrence #1:         IN FLIGHT COLLISION WITH TERRAIN/WATER
Phase of Operation:  MANEUVERING

Findings
     1.  AEROBATICS - INITIATED - PILOT IN COMMAND
     2.  (C) ALTITUDE/CLEARANCE - NOT MAINTAINED - PILOT IN COMMAND

Findings Legend: (C) = Cause, (F) = Factor
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